Divergent signal transduction pathways and effects on natural killer cell functions induced by interaction of Fc receptors with physiologic ligands or antireceptor antibodies.
Natural killer (NK) cells express receptors that bind to the Fc portion of immunoglobulin molecules (FcR), and their function can potentially be modulated positively or negatively by such receptor:ligand interactions. This review discusses recent developments in the understanding of expression of various forms and isoforms of FcRs by NK cells, and the sequelae of binding of physiologic ligands. Particular attention is paid to the significance of FcR:Ig interactions in both activating and inactivating NK cells under various conditions.